　   無数億「むしゅおく」の 虫の一つと さとりても  なほ我が為の 世なりと惑ふ         The more grateful,
     the more graceful. The more intelligent, the more selfless. The more ignorant, the more arrogant.

          The Sermon on the Mount          in Galilee

Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of Heaven.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.        *as meek as a lamb

Blessed are you who do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for you shall be filled.

Blessed are those who are merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

And blessed are those who are mourners, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are those who are pure in heart, for they shall see God.

And blessed are you who are the peacemakers, for you shall be called the children of God.

And blessed are you who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for yours is the Kingdom of Heaven.

          ----- Give us a sign from Heaven!

          ----- Prove to us who you are!

Blessed are you when men shall curse you and separate you from their company and reproach you, and cast out your names as evil for the Son of Man’s sake.

          ----- When? When is the Kingdom of God coming?

Watch as you may, or you will not see it come. No one will say, “Here it is,” or “There it is.”  For the Kingdom of God is within you.

          ----- Rabbi, What must I do to inherit eternal life?

What is written in the Law: To love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your power and all your mind. And love your neighbor as you love yourself. Do that and you shall live eternally.
          ----- I am a camel driver. Who can I call neighbor? 

He to whom you show mercy and compassion, whether you know him or not.

          ----- Are you the Messiah?

I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.
          ----- Do you speak against the Laws of the prophets?

I come not to destroy the laws or the prophets, but to fulfill them. For I say unto you: Love your enemies, bless them who curse you and pray for those who despise and persecute you. For if you love only those who love you, what reward shall you have?

          ----- If you are a holy man, why do you eat and drink with sinners and tax 

               collectors?

The healthy have no need of a physician, but the sick do. I come not to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.

          ----- I am a tax collector. I worship in the temple every day, yet they hate 

               and despise me. What can I do?

No man can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other or he will cling to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and Mammon. 

                                                             *mammonism = money

And I say unto you: Be not anxious for your life, for the food you eat or for your body or the clothes you wear, for is not life greater than food? And your bodies more than the clothing?  Behold the birds of the sky. They neither sow nor reap, nor take the harvest to the barns. And yet God feeds them. And how much more are you than they? Consider the lilies of the field and how they grow. They toil not, neither do they spin.

And can any one of you by worrying add a moment to your years? 

           ------ My wife and I believe in you, but we are poor. We have nothing to 

                give. How can we show you our faith?

You have, by what you have said. Come to me, all of you who labor and are heavy-laden and I will refresh you.

           ------ Rabbi, I believe you are the Messiah. How can I serve you?

The Son of Man comes to serve, not to be served. Whoever among you who would be great must be a servant. And whoever will be first must be the slave of all.

           ------ We have heard the voices of false messiahs before. How do we know 

                 you are not sent by Satan.

If a kingdom is divided against itself, the kingdom cannot stand. If Satan also be divided against himself, how then can his kingdom stand?  How can Satan cast out Satan? 

           ------ I see before me flesh and blood. You are only a man. Why do you make 

                 yourself out to be the Son of God?

If I am not doing the deeds of my God, do not believe me. But if I am doing them and you will still not believe in me, then believe in the work I do.
           ----- If you can do miracles, call upon God to send hosts to destroy the 

                Romans and free our people from bondage.

Thou shall not tempt the Lord, thy God. The Romans are conquerors. To conquer them would make you no different than they.

           ----- Rabbi, what is faith?

If you have faith that is no greater than this grain of mustard seed and say to the mountain, “you shall move,” the mountain will move. Nothing is impossible.

           ----- How judge a transgressor?
Judge not, lest you be judged. For you will be judged by the standards you yourself shall apply. Why do you note the speck in your brother’s eye, and take no notice of the beam in you own eye. You hypocrites, first remove the beam from your own eye. Then you will see clearly enough to remove the speck from your brother’s. 

Give not that which is holy to dogs. Neither cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet and then turn and tear you to pieces.

Ask and you shall receive. Seek and you shall find. Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. For everyone who asks receives. And every seeker finds. And to all those who knock, the door is opened. Is there a man among you, who would hand his son a stone, when he ask for bread, or a serpent if he asked for fish?  If, then, you who are evil,  know how to give your children what is good, think how much more your heavenly Father will give good things to those who ask Him? 

Therefore treat your fellow man as you would have him treat you. For this is the Law of the prophets.
               ------- Teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy Kingdom come.

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,             *yours

For ever and ever.   Amen.

願無伐善、無施労

以直報怨、以徳報徳

不怨天、不尤人、下学而上達

may your light shine on him.

something touched me deep inside.
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