                          Planning The Essay   
① Addressing the writing task            ② Organizing the topic

     < Overview of the step-by-step process >
Step 1   Read the essay topic.

Step 2   Identify the task.

Step 3   Write your thesis statement.

Step 4   Make notes about your general ideas.

Step 5   Expand your notes to include specific details.

  (Topic) In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by 

  using technology such as computers or television or of studying at traditional 

  schools. Which would you prefer?  Use reasons and specific details to explain

  your choice.

Step 2: <TASK>  The topic wants you to state a preference.

Step 3: <THESIS STATEMENT>  Studying at school would be best for me.

Step 4: <NOTES> These notes are the start of your concept map. The concept map,  

                like a road map, will guide you as you write your essay.

(1) Making two columns.          (2) Making a list of the general ideas.

(3) And when you write, you may change your mind and cross out a few ides. You must 

   give reasons and specific details to support your ideas. So you shouldn’t mention 

   any ideas if you can’t give any examples.

        home                                                school   

                            activities

                            people

                            day-to-day

                            interaction                                              

                            subjects                                                   

                            future

                            technology                                                   

                            motivation                                               
Step 5: Expanding your concept map with specific details.

  home                                            school   

  isolation                  activities           socialize

  boring                     people               learn from others
                             day-to-day

                             interaction                                              

  technology only source     subjects             technology plus teachers

                             information                                                                                   

  limited                     future

                             technology                                                   

  hard to concentrate        motivation           work as team

  at home                                                                                                 

                           Writing The Essay    

① developing the topic               ② demonstrating facility with English

    話題の展開                             英語力の証明

< Overview of the step-by-step process for developing the topic and demonstrating 

  your facility with English >

Step 6:  Write the topic sentence for each paragraph.

Step 7:  Write the introduction.

Step 8:  Write the body of the essay.

Step 9: Write the conclusion.

STEP 6: Each of the rows in the concept map could be a paragraph. So first of all, 

       you can write a topic sentence for each general idea.

(1) interaction: You need interaction to get a good education.

(2) information: Both technology and teachers can give you a good education.

(3) motivation: If you are motivated to learn, you can get a good education.

You can begin to write the essay if you have the topic sentences for your paragraphs.

Step 7: The introduction lets the reader know what your point of view is and how you plan to develop the essay.

    I could get a good education either at home or at school, but an education 

 involves more than just studying. An education is not just getting information

 from a source. There is interaction with that source and motivation from that source.  

 I need to interact and be motivated by humans not by a machine. Therefore, 

 studying at school would be best for me.

In this introduction you have stated your opinion, Studying at school be best for you. You have indicated that you will develop your topic by discussing information, interaction, and motivation.

Step 8: Write the body of the essay.


Step 8: Write the conclusion.

   If I could motivate myself to work harder, if I could sit all day in a room 

without interacting with anyone, and if I wouldn’t mind getting information 

from limited sources, then I could study at home. But I can’t. I need the 

stimulus of the classroom to motivate me; I need students to interact with; I 

need information from as many sources as possible. Give me the traditional 

school.

You must summarize why you preferred studying in school. You can rephrase your ideas but you can’t simply repeat them.     

                           Revising the Essay    
① checking the content           ② checking the punctuation and spelling

<Overview of the step-by-step process for checking the clarity and proofing the essay> 

Step 10: Check the content.

Step 11: Check the clarity.

Step 12: Check the punctuation and spelling.
    For this overview, we will proof the above essay. Since this is a model essay, there will be no major problems. Observe how the proofing checklist can help you review your own work.

Step 10: CHECK THE CONTENT

Is there a thesis statement?                              Yes.

Is there a topic sentence for each paragraph?             Yes.

Are there supporting details for each paragraph?          Yes.

Is there a conclusion?                                    Yes.

Step 11: CHECK THE CLARITY（論理的か否か？）
Are there run-on sentences or sentence fragments?                    No.

Are there misplaced modifiers or dangling modifiers?                 No.

Are the structures parallel?（筋が通っている・対応している）         Yes.

Are there transition words? （転移接続詞）                           Yes.

Are the sentences and paragraphs cohesive?（段落と文が関連している） Yes.                    

   * run-on sentence   追加しただけの文。  e.g.  He is nice; he works hard. 

   * fragment 断片・破片・かけら         * dangling ぶらさがったままの、特定されない
Step 12: CHECK THE PUNCTUATION AND SPELING（句読点と綴り）

Are paragraphs indented?  行のへこみ                                       Yes.                           

Are there punctuation marks such as periods at the end of each sentence?   Yes.

Do all sentences begin with capital letters?                               Yes.

Are the words spelled correctly?                                           Yes.













   At home, I can only get information from technological sources like my computer, my DVD player, or my television. At school, I have access to these technological sources plus human ones as well. I have teachers and students who will share their knowledge with me. Both technology and teachers can give you a good education, but at home, I only have technology. I want both options to learn.


   You need interaction to get a good education. If no one ever challenges your opinion, you may never develop your ideas. At home, there would be no one to learn from, no one to socialize with. I’d be isolated and bored. The students at school 


Always have new ideas. I want to learn from them.


   If you are motivated to learn, you can get a good education. But how can you motivate yourself isolated at home? I like to work as a team. I want to do well so our class looks good. At home, I can’t motivate myself. It’s too easy to be distracted by unimportant things. I want the focus that a class goal can give me.
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